Passing Through Arthur’'s Pass

an integrated EOTC journey

By Catherine Kappelle

. Prevailing weather conditions ad
i a touch of the reality of winter

ssing Through is a wonderful, informative DVD account of ArthurOs #%asn so much more than a
compiled by the Year 5 and 6 pupils at Loburn School, North Canterheriory. As a stand-alone DVD
while at camp during the winter of 2006. The school is small and ritré$, an informative account of

with some 140 students from Year 1 to 8 and the ArthurOs Pass Camp isspdutiri@s Pass, with its history, the

the school outdoor education programme. setting in ArthurOs Pass National
Park, the people who live there and

Many primary schools from learning opportunities and children their lifestyles, the wildlife, scenery

Canterbury and beyond take from around the region return and importance to New ZealandOs

advantage of the train trip from home with good memories of tourism industry.

Christchurch to Arthur®s Pass and camp.

use the journey as part of their camp

experience. This, combined with Production of

the prime location of the ArthurOs Passing Through,

Pass Outdoor Education Centre however, has

in the middle of a national park given the Room

and the areaOs fascinating history,4 Students at

make it a special place. Ease of

access to the natural environment

and the well-resourced Department

of Conservation Visitor Centre  getting up shots in

provide a good framework for the beld

Out and About  Issue 19  Summer 2007/08 Page 21



SRR KBRS

Students discuss
the railway
history

ItOs real value, however, comes ways to frame meaningful learning

with recognition of the integrated
nature of the processes in its
making. The successful scaffolding
of learning across a range of
curriculum areas, both in and
outside the classroom, has enabled
meaningful, relevant, contextual
learning to occur.

A signibcant enabling factor in
the project was that the school was
justinto its third year of a Ministry
of Education ICT development
contract. Mike Reed, the class
teacher and the schoolOs Information
Technology leader, was looking for

using ICT. At the same time, he was
thinking about how his class could
learn from interactions between
themselves, their community and
wider communities. The shift away

could highlight this, but needed

a meaningful context for such

activities be successful. The last
factor was the reality of an ArthurOs
Pass camp in the middle of winter

and the need to plan for wet weather
activities.

The DVD concept began to
take shape after Mike had mulled
over ideas with the contracted
ICT Cluster Group leader, who
went on to play a signibcant role in
development of the idea and who
remained a partner in leadership to
the projectOs end. Mike is clear, that
without this support, the project
would not have been the success

from the OmeO focus, so prevalenit Was.

in our society and which, sadly,
even school camp experiences can

become, is a shift, as an educator,

he makes efforts to address. He
was aware of the potential of
the scheduled class camp and
wanted to frame and maximise
opportunities.

Mike also wanted his class to
begin the process of
realisation that many
viewpoints make up

understanding of
situations and that
different people have
different angles of
perspective. He was
looking for ways to get
his students talking
with and listening to

others. He saw how
the skills associated
with blImmaking and

those of interviewing

Interviewing a
local motelier

Careful scaffolding of the whole
project allowed students to drive
their own learning toward intended
outcomes. Students came up with
the idea of the DVD, what they
wanted it to contain, and they
planned the steps to its completion.
They made the contacts, set up
interviews, videoed and edited
material, wrote narratives, Ipalised
content and formatted the DVD
cover. After completion the class
ran a premier screening evening for
parents and the school community,
where the DVD was available
for sale. Later it was sold at the
school market day as part of the
schoolOs fund-raising activities for
the year. Press releases were made
to local media and the project was
presented at the North Canterbury
ICT Cluster Group Fair.

A culminating event was the
arranging of an event to thank the
contributors from ArthurOs Pass. A
small party returned to the village
and gave a showing at the local cafZ,
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The Wobbly Kea, to invited guests.

Such was itOs success that the caffuck for the tansport

continued to run the DVD for its
predominantly tourist customers
for some time and the Department
of Conservation Visitor Centre still
makes showings to groups.

The project was real and
many students were immersed in
associated meaningful learning
for a significant period of time.
There were levels of ownership
and responsibility that varied,
depending on student interests.
There was the incidental learning,
such as the deglamourising of
Television, with having to wait
around for interviews, the endless
setting up of cameras and re-
Piming. There was the discovery of
natural talent in front of the camera
in the most unlikely student.

And there was the Oquirky®

Filming a passing

chapter of the DVD

of what the students
achieved. This came
about as a result
of the class giving
themselves the name
of K4 Productions.
The K was for the
Korimako, or bellbird,
that lived outside of their classroom
and after which the room was
named. The 4 stood for their
classroom number. Once on site in
the mountains, however, it quickly
became apparent that the K could
double as Kea and it so transpired
that this year, when the class moved
into a brand new classroom, it was
ofpcially named Kea.

The creation of the DVD has

aspect, that continues as areminder been a team effort, a product of

—
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pride, something concrete and
of value. It reBects a passion for
teaching on the part of the teachers
involved, and of learning on the
part of the students. Above all it is
a marvellous example of integrated
learning and of achievement in the
environment beyond the classroom.
A journey to ArthurOs Pass to see
the DVD would be well worth the
effort.
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