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EditorialSummer 2007/08 
by Arthur Sutherland

Contents

It is an honour and a challenge to pick up the sails albeit in a guest capacity.  As 

this issue goes to press we are farewelling Sir Ed and enjoying the presentations 

and networking at the Conß uence.  

The condolences of EONZ have been extended to our patron, Lady June.  

The next issue of Out and About will carry a sample of the Conß uence 

papers and some reß ections from the EONZ scholarship folks.  In this issue we 

acknowledge Dr Mike Boyes, William Colenso College and all those who gained 

the scholarships to the Conß uence.  Megan Kelly and Dave Irwin share their 

experiences at a tertiary institution; young teacher Luke Arrandale and students 

Hayley and Natasha talk about EOTC at Whakatane Intermediate; some of those 

going to the Conß uence tell us about aspects of their school programmes; and 

Catherine Kappelle visits Room 4 at Loburn School in North Canterbury and 

Þ nds an exciting integrated EOTC programme.  

The editor reß ects on the 15th Australian National OE Conference and 

share some initial thoughts on the new national curriculum.  This edition also 

acknowledges the Perry Foundation and the Ministry of Education who have 

supported the EONZ membership.  Trust you enjoy the read.
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From the  Chair

Upcoming Features

¥ Past and present reß ections 

on outdoor education 

and education outside the 

classroom

¥ Critical outdoor education

¥ Outdoor environmental 

education

With Pip Lynch moving to 

a new job at Otago University, 

the rudder is being held ably 

by our original skipper Arthur 

Sutherland with support of other 

crew members on the executive. 

Pip has edited the magazine for the 

past 9 copies and we are extremely 

grateful for the time, energy and 

insights she has provided during the 

past 4 years since 2003. Production 

of the magazine is a huge task the 

more articles, insights, helpful hints 

and ideas you can provide the 

more exciting the sailing will be. 

Remember this is your magazine 

and we do need your comments, 

perspectives and your voices from 

the Þ eld, bush, sea, beach or river.

The value of EOTC in studentÕs 

lives cannot be underestimated 

and we must support and celebrate 

the way it enriches, enhances and 

extends their learning. Memories 

of real, authentic experiences in 

EOTC excite and stimulate learners 

for the rest of their lives. I am sure 

you can all recall some of those 

special experiences through your 

schooling. I pause to remember 

my own EOTC experiences and 

think of my small country school 

Kimbolton traveling down to 

Nelson for a week. Most of us had 

never been across Cook Strait let 

alone billeted with people we had 

never met before. This opened up a 

whole new world for our small rural 

community. Another memorable 

EOTC experience for me was 

close to home and was probably 

one of my most special days at 

Primary School. We journeyed 

down the local Oroua River, Þ ve 

kilometers on a glorious summer 

day to learn to swim with the 

Physical Education adviser Mr 

Londsdale. The Þ rst thing we had to 

do was build a swimming area and 

with considerable team work and 

discussion a very effective dam was 

built with large and small stones. 

The end result was a perfect calm 

pool for stroke practice, a diving 

area close to the back and a small 

rapid area that provided an added 

challenge. The bonus for the day 

was black berrying and cooking our 

sausages and damper on a Þ re on 

the river bed, followed by games 

in the local farmerÕs paddock. 

What a day. I only wished all my 

school days were as exciting and 

adventurous as this one. So what 

were some of the lessons I took 

from that experience for my life. 

Sharing time with my class 

mates and teachers in a different 

A Personal Case for EOTC

W elcome to the 19th Edition of Out and About the EONZ sail boat. (ß ag 

ship). On behalf of the executive I welcome you to a new and stimulating 

year ahead in EOTC and hope that you will Þ nd this edition interesting, insightful 

and stimulating. This edition is again full of interesting articles, ideas, perspectives, 

EOTC developments and many other topics. 
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environment provided me with 

a new insight into people and 

thei r  character.  Team work 

and communication can create 

something unique and special. 

Seeing, feeling and being part of the 

experience provided an insight into 

our environment and later on in 

life, a real desire to care and protect 

it. Adventures and exciting ways to 

learn are at our back door and we 

can revisit places and enjoy seeing 

changes in seasons, river patterns 

and tree growth etc. These local 

outdoor environments open up 

recreation areas for families and 

communities to interact and share. 

The opportunities to extend the 

learning were great. We could have 

calculated the amount of water 

running down the river, listened 

to the bird song, measured the 

heights of trees or gone back to 

school and talked or written about 

the experience. What a wonderful 

way to learn. 

Many of you have also been 

involved in the research on the 

Training and QualiÞ cation Needs 

of EOTC Teachers, a joint venture 

with Cathye Haddock, Ministry 

of Education and myself from 

Victoria University of Wellington. 

This project has been a big 

undertaking and should provide 

very useful directions for training 

and qualification in the future. 

This research has included five 

forums held around New Zealand 

in Dunedin, Tauranga, Auckland, 

Hamilton and Wellington and 400 

email questionnaires to Principals 

or EOTC Co-coordinators. The 

results should be available in 

February.  Thank you to all the 

participants and the facilitators. It 

has been exciting, insightful and 

very afÞ rming to hear the many 

interesting, varied and enlightened 

EOTC programmes happening 

throughout the country.

Exc i t i ng  happen ings  on 

the horizon for EONZ is the 

International Outdoor Education 

Conference, ÔConß uenceÕ January 

21 Ð 24th. EONZ will be there 

in force and we have been able 

to secure funds for a number of 

you to attend. We look forward to 

making contact with you over this 

time. Both Gemma Periam and 

Catherine Kappell have put a large 

amount of time and energy into 

applying and distributing the funds 

to assist attendance. 

As the new chair person I 

look forward to 2008 and leading 

EONZ. I am following in the 

footsteps of many great EOTC 

leaders. I wish to especially thank 

Arthur Sutherland for all his 

careful mentoring, his insights and 

his ability to keep EONZ at the 

forefront of all the indicatives and 

developments in EOTC. He will 

be a very hard skipper to follow. 

I encourage you all to be active in 

your local branches by contributing, 

supporting and encouraging EOTC 

and by sharing Out and About with 

your colleagues and friends. 

Happy sailing. 

Liz Thevenard, Chair EONZ

liz.thevenard@vuw.ac.nz

Maths Resource
                         from EONZ

Maths in the Outdoors

A very useful resource from EONZ 

for teachers who want to take Maths 

outside the classroom or away on 

camp. 

Copies are available from

EONZ via www.eonz.org  or 

email: anne@outdoorsnz.org.nz  or 

Administration OfÞ  cer

PO Box 11-776

Manners Mall

Wellington

Available from May 2006. Price $20.00 per copy.


