EOTC enhances Iearning
at Whakatane Intermediate

How do | use EOTC to supplement my teaching
programme?

Teaching begins with a want and need. What do
| want to help my students understand? What do my
children need to understand? My job is to link these
together and EOTC is a great way to do this. One of
the ways that | teach my students is by involving them
in the planning process. Through a variety of activities,
| encourage my students to be active participants in
the learning process. My whole physical activity plan
is about developing skills and leaders. Much of my
science and technology is based around identifying

(This is a review of hdwke Arrandale (a 3rd year teacher) uses EOTC
to enhance his teaching programme.)

eing a teacher in a decile four school, with children from
Ba variety of socio-economic backgrounds | see my role
as being a provider of activities that engage my students in
meaningful learning opportunities. Much of my planning and
teaching is based around the needs of my learners and what is
comfortable to them.

game to develop. Our bnal task for each set of skills
is to teach another class the game we have developed
therefore, encouraging leadership while promoting
positive relationships between students. By providing
hands-on and interactive learning experiences that
the students actively plan | am encouraging and
developing a positive classroom culture.

How do | use EOTC in Science and Technology?
Every year our school expects all children to

complete a science fair project, every year | have

struggled to hook my students into this and develop

the needs of our community and assessing how we an ethos of achievement in this areaE until this year. |

can implement to make more efbcient things that are
happening in the community. All of my maths is based

around a needs objective in the school or community
therefore making learning real for the children.

How do | use EOTC in physical education?
My physical education plan consists of the skills
alone. | give the students the skills we want to develop

decided to, instead of teaching science in the traditional
fair test method, develop a needs based science unit
in which the students identiped needs around the
community which we researched and tested, then
developed a brief from which we could implement
change in the community. The results were amazing;
my students were motivated in science for the st
time in three years, we were having fun researching

and as a class we design a game that will help usthe different needs and wants in our community and
develop them. We then go outside, practice and revisit developing plans to implement change through a
our plan, making any changes we see necessary for theresearch based science fair. Some of the things we
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researched involved the effects of pollution on streams
and waterways and how global-warming is affecting our
beach. By linking science to real events | was able to
change my students (and the teachers) attitude towards

science fair.

How do | use EOTC in my maths?

Our school is currently undergoing a makeover.
When it came to teaching measurement this year |
used the whole idea of building as the focus of my
unit. | planned for students to develop a scale plan
and model of a house. They had to discuss ideas with
the builders and architect, price and develop a model
of their design. They had to use budgets, think of
aesthetics, and work within a conbned section. The §
children had to observe the houses around our school
so they could design a house that would bt into the
community. They had to work with area, what size
was their bedroom, how much would it cost to make it
bigger? The students showed a massive improvement
in understanding how area worked and also developed
an idea of budgeting. Although the main focus of this
lesson was mathematical, it also developed skills in
technology and art.

The effect EOTC has on my teaching.

By allowing me to use the resources around me,
EOTC has helped me tune in to the needs of my
students. My students are intrinsically motivated and
feel as though they are doing something to infkence the
community rather than learn. Because they have this
mantra | am seeing the effect it is having on the way
my students learn. Although they may not think they
are learning | am able to hook in learning objectives
in a fun way.
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