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How do I use EOTC to supplement my teaching 

programme?

Teaching begins with a want and need. What do 

I want to help my students understand? What do my 

children need to understand? My job is to link these 

together and EOTC is a great way to do this. One of 

the ways that I teach my students is by involving them 

in the planning process. Through a variety of activities, 

I encourage my students to be active participants in 

the learning process. My whole physical activity plan 

is about developing skills and leaders. Much of my 

science and technology is based around identifying 

the needs of our community and assessing how we 

can implement to make more efÞ cient things that are 

happening in the community. All of my maths is based 

around a needs objective in the school or community 

therefore making learning real for the children.

How do I use EOTC in physical education?

My physical education plan consists of the skills 

alone. I give the students the skills we want to develop 

and as a class we design a game that will help us 

develop them. We then go outside, practice and revisit 

our plan, making any changes we see necessary for the 

game to develop. Our Þ nal task for each set of skills 

is to teach another class the game we have developed 

therefore, encouraging leadership while promoting 

positive relationships between students. By providing 

hands-on and interactive learning experiences that 

the students actively plan I am encouraging and 

developing a positive classroom culture.

How do I use EOTC in Science and Technology?

Every year our school expects all children to 

complete a science fair project, every year I have 

struggled to hook my students into this and develop 

an ethos of achievement in this areaÉ until this year. I 

decided to, instead of teaching science in the traditional 

fair test method, develop a needs based science unit 

in which the students identiÞ ed needs around the 

community which we researched and tested, then 

developed a brief from which we could implement 

change in the community. The results were amazing; 

my students were motivated in science for the Þ rst 

time in three years, we were having fun researching 

the different needs and wants in our community and 

developing plans to implement change through a 

research based science fair. Some of the things we 
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Being a teacher in a decile four school, with children from 

a variety of socio-economic backgrounds I see my role 

as being a provider of activities that engage my students in 

meaningful learning opportunities. Much of my planning and 

teaching is based around the needs of my learners and what is 

comfortable to them.
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researched involved the effects of pollution on streams 

and waterways and how global-warming is affecting our 

beach. By linking science to real events I was able to 

change my students (and the teachers) attitude towards 

science fair.

How do I use EOTC in my maths?

Our school is currently undergoing a makeover. 

When it came to teaching measurement this year I 

used the whole idea of building as the focus of my 

unit. I planned for students to develop a scale plan 

and model of a house. They had to discuss ideas with 

the builders and architect, price and develop a model 

of their design. They had to use budgets, think of 

aesthetics, and work within a conÞ ned section. The 

children had to observe the houses around our school 

so they could design a house that would Þ t into the 

community. They had to work with area, what size 

was their bedroom, how much would it cost to make it 

bigger? The students showed a massive improvement 

in understanding how area worked and also developed 

an idea of budgeting. Although the main focus of this 

lesson was mathematical, it also developed skills in 

technology and art.

The effect EOTC has on my teaching.

By allowing me to use the resources around me, 

EOTC has helped me tune in to the needs of my 

students. My students are intrinsically motivated and 

feel as though they are doing something to inß uence the 

community rather than learn. Because they have this 

mantra I am seeing the effect it is having on the way 

my students learn. Although they may not think they 

are learning I am able to hook in learning objectives 

in a fun way.
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I m a g i n e  t h i s ,  S k i i n g , 

Snowboarding, Snorkelling, 

Kayaking, Mountain Biking, 

Rainbows End, Sky Tower and 

relaxing in the Hot Pools every 

evening all in one camp! Well stop 

imagining. Whakatane Intermediate 

School Rm 1 (Te Puawaitanga) did 

all of these activities on our class 

camp.

We went from the small country 

town of Whakatane to the big city 

of Auckland.  Our focus was mainly 

about Self Achievement, Team 

Work, Confidence Building and 

experiencing a variety of outdoor 

activities that we may never have 

the opportunity to do in our lives, 

all wrapped up in a whole lot of 

fun.

We had the most amazing 

underwater experience snorkelling 

at Goat Island, then went from there 

to skiing, where we witnessed some 
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awesome bails from our classmates.  

Kayaking was great especially 

seeing the sunken ship. Mountain-

biking up the hills at Shakespeare 

Park were extremely hard with 

the majority of us being covered 

in sheep poo when we returned.  

Relaxing in the hot pools every 

evening was a great way to end the 

day.  We even managed to do daily 

writing before our evening swim.  

Obviously a day at Rainbows End 

is always a bonus and getting to go 

up to the top of the Sky Tower and 

watching someone bungy jump 

was cool.

Our wide-eyed, excited small 

town country kids came home with 

lots of stories to tell their families.

We were helped by Hibiscus 

Coast Blue Light, who supplied us 

with Kayaks and Mountain Bikes 

and got us a great deal for skiing at 

Snow Planet.  The Mad Butcher in 

Orewa also gave us heaps of meat 

to barbeque.  

Self Achievement, Team Work, ConÞ dence 
Building and Fun
Whakatane Intermediate EOTC 
Trip to Auckland


